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Every day is another step closer to an all-season road for families living on the east side of Lake 
Winnipeg.   It has long been a dream for many residents to have an all-season road - improving 
access for such things as medical appointments, reducing the costs of goods like groceries and fuel, 
and making it easier for family and community members living away to visit.  The proposed Berens 
River to Poplar River all-season road is just one piece of the proposed road network being planned, 
designed and built on the east side of Lake Winnipeg.

Update on the East Side Transportation Initiative
In 2000, the communities on the east side of Lake Winnipeg delivered a report to the Manitoba 
government called “Promises to Keep”.  The report provided recommendations on where 
government should focus their long-range planning activities for the east side of Lake Winnipeg 
including increased economic development opportunities and improvements to the transportation 
network.  

The Manitoba East Side Road Authority (ESRA) 
has been mandated by the Manitoba government 
to oversee the planning and construction of the 
all-season road network on the east side of Lake 
Winnipeg.  The new road network will provide 
improved, safe and more reliable transportation 
services to remote and isolated communities on 
the east side of the lake and provide economic 
opportunities for local residents.  The proposed 
all-season road network for the region will be 
approximately 1,028 km in length and cost an 
estimated $3 billion (2011 dollars).

To date, 50 km of all-season road has been built 
to Bloodvein along with four permanent bridges. 
An additional 92 kilometres of right-of-way 
clearing has been completed towards Berens 
River.  Three modular steel bridges have been 
installed which dramatically extend the winter 
road season in the Island Lake area. In addition, 
233 kilometres of exploratory clearing has been 
undertaken along future road alignments on the 
east side of Lake Winnipeg.

´

Proposed Project 4 All-Season Road 
Between Berens River and Poplar 
River First Nations

Project 1 All-Season Road from
PR 304 to Berens River First Nation 
Including Upgrades to the Rice 
River Road (under construction)

Project 7a All-Season Road 
Connecting Pauingassi and Little 
Grand Rapids First Nations to Little 
Grand Rapids Airport

Potential Project 7 All-Season Road 
Connecting Little Grand Rapids and 
Pauingassi First Nations to Project 1 
All-Season Road

Potential East-West All-Season 
Road Network
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What is the Berens River to Poplar River 
All-Season Road?

This section of the all-season road network is 
94 kilometres long and will include four river 
crossings (Leaf River, North Etomami River, 
Etomami River, and Berens River), and six stream 
crossings. 

ESRA has been working closely with First Nation 
leaders and community members in both Berens 
River and Poplar River to confirm the road 
alignment between the two communities. Local 
input and suggestions have been incorporated into 
the refinement of the proposed road alignment 
and into the design. For example, the proposed 
road alignment has been moved away from 
sensitive areas identified by the communities and 
other stakeholders.  

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is 
required by federal and provincial government 
regulators for the all-season road.  The EIA is 
used to predict the possible effects of the project 
on the environment and must be approved by 
the regulators before construction can start.  The 
goal of the EIA is to identify ways of avoiding 
or minimizing potential negative effects of the 
project to the environment.  The EIA considers 
many factors such as:  

• Possible effects on wildlife, fish, birds and 
other species

• Possible disturbance to sensitive land
• Comments and ideas of local residents
• Potential interaction with community land use 

activities
• Ways the environment can affect the project 

like fire, floods and climate change.
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Community Engagement
Communities like Berens River and Poplar River 
play an important role in the EIA process for 
road projects on the east side of Lake Winnipeg.  
Community members have historical knowledge 
and understanding of their lands and environment 
which helps ESRA plan the best project possible. 
The Manitoba government has been interacting 
with communities on the east side of the Lake since 
2000.  A number of community meetings have 
been held this spring and summer in both Berens 
River and Poplar River to gather information from 
elders, Chief and council, and other community 
members.  A meeting was also held in Winnipeg 
to reach out to community members who live in 
Winnipeg, as well as the general public.

Community Meetings - What We’ve Heard So Far

The communities of Berens River and Poplar River 
shared important information with the ESRA team 
during these meetings.   This included:

• Moose and caribou and their habitats are important 
for the local communities

• There are sensitive areas that need to be avoided 
or protected and ESRA’s proposed road alignment 
changes have  been well received

• Hunting along the road alignment and during 
construction should be restricted while access to 
traplines should be maintained

• Bridges or other river/stream crossing structures 
should consider continued access by motorized 
boats, canoes, and snowmobiles

• Provide advance notice of construction to allow for 
cultural and traditional activities prior to start of 
work

• Ongoing communications with communities is 
important as the project moves forward.

Photo by Jarrod Boscow

welcome!

to the east side road authority
Community meeting

for the Berens river to
Poplar river all-season road
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Next Steps

The input provided by communities 
and other stakeholders is important to 
ESRA and will be factored into the EIA 
and the design of the project. Another 
series of community and stakeholder 
meetings for the EIA are taking place 
this summer and fall.  These meetings 
will provide the opportunity to engage 
community members, Chief and council, 
elders, trappers, harvesters, and other 
stakeholders. An additional meeting will 
be held in Winnipeg for those who are not 
able to attend the in-community meetings 
and for other stakeholders.

Contact Us
We want to hear from you. Feedback and input from community members is critical to building 
the all-season road.  Please provide your comments on the attached page.  

Or if you have any questions or comments, please contact us at :

Manitoba East Side Road Authority
200 - 155 Carlton Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 3H8
Phone: 204-945-4900 in Winnipeg
Toll free: 1-866-356-6355
Fax: 204-948-2462
Email: eastside@gov.mb.ca
www.eastsideroadauthority.mb.ca

Discussions at these meetings will focus on: 
• Providing updated project information
• Reviewing what we heard from you and others
• Discussing ways of avoiding or minimizing potential negative effects of the project.

Notices will be posted in communities in advance of the meeting dates.
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