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THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
OF MANITOBA HIGHWAYS

The early transportation in the area that is now
Manitoba was limited to traffic on natural
“roads’’'—the lakes and streams, but in about
1850 the Red River carts made their appearance,
converting old Indian trails into the first “high-
ways'’ in the province.

The first interprovincial route was the Ellice Trail
(also called the Edmonton Trail, Saskatchewan
Trail or Carlton Trail) which connected Fort Garry
to Fort Edmonton, in what is now Alberta. Part
of this trail is now west Portage Avenue, Winni-
peg, continuing along the Trans-Canada Highway
and Provincial Trunk Highway No. 26 to Portage
la Prairie. At Portage, the Ellice Trail split, one
branch going to Fort Ellice and the other north-
west to the Gladstone and Minnedosa area. The
latter branch is now P.T.H. No. 4.

One of the first improved highways, now a part
of the Trans-Canada Highway to the east, was
the ““Dawson Trail’’, a 91-mile route from Lake
of the Woods to Fort Garry. Another road, known
as the Great Highway, was the first route sur-
veyed in the Manitoba area by the Dominion Land
Surveys, connecting the railhead at Pembina,
North Dakota, to the Selkirk Settlement. This
trail is now part of P.T.H. No. 75.

In 1870—The Province of Manitoba was formed.
The following year the Lord Selkirk Highway, the
Portage Highway and the Dawson Trail were col-
lectively called Great Highways.

In 1901—The first automobile was brought to
Winnipeg, heralding the beginning of the modern
era in highway construction in Manitoba.
During the depression years, relief workers built
many miles of highways into mining and forestry
country. An example was the extension of P.T.H.
No. 10 to The Pas.

Wartime demands called for new roads into un-
opened timber and mineral areas. P.T.H. No. 10
continued north to Cranberry Portage and a main
road was put through to Flin Flon.

With post-war increases in population, economic
activity, and rate of industrial growth, have come
increasing traffic volumes and heavier loads,
making sharp demands on our highway system.
The extended and improved road network that
has developed gives Manitoba one of the nation’s
best highway systems with which to meet the
challenges of our second century.

Manitoba celebrates its 100th birthday in
1970, and you're all invited to participate
—to be a part of the party.

Centennial celebrations include Sports
'70—national sporting events, car rallies
and Manitoba school children competing
for Centennial awards. Festival '70 is
Manitoba’s year-long salute to the per-
forming arts—from rock to the classics.
Special Events is everything from a Royal
Visit on July 15th (our official birthday) to
a Manitoba school exchange program.

LOWER FORT GARRY, North America’s only remaining stone
trading post has been preserved as a national historic park.

THOMPSON, nickel capital of the north.
Manitoba’s newest town — Growing to beat '70.

THE YORK BOAT, first built at York Factory, was of major
importance on the rivers and lakes of Western Canada.

THE CENTENNIAL CONCERT HALL, is head quarters for
entertainment and international conventions during 1970.

It's a good year to see Manitoba's historic
sites, to re-visit your home town. Get to
know Manitoba again during Centennial
1970.

For further information contact:

GAERLNG i
COUNTESS or DUFFERIN

&

The Manitoba Centennial Corporation |
555 Main Street
Winnipeg 2, Manitoba, Canada

RINBOW STAGE, Manitoba’s year-long salute to
the performing arts is called Festival ’70.

THE COUNTESS OF DFFERIN, the first locomotive
| to cross the Red River at Winnipeg in 1879.

ST. ANDREW'’S CHURCH, is the oldest stone church
in western Canada continuously used for public worship.

CLOR AND RHYTHM - a gift f our natvepeope
to the spirit of Manitoba'’s Centennial.

|
Before Manitoba was a province, one of the
transportation links with what was then Canad

was the old ‘‘Dawson Trail’'—Ilaboriously buili
between the Northwest Angle on Lake of the
Woods to Winnipeg. |

River

e

In this our centennial year, our road map lists
highway links with many parts of Canada; wit
our southern neighbor, and with the many
areas and communities within our own prov-
ince: a 12,000-mile road system in all, for
population of approximately one million.

F

The striking road system, alone, that has de
veloped since our entry into Canadian nation
hood as the first daughter of Confederation,
is perhaps cause for celebration; for it spans
from prairie to pre-Cambrian rock; from
sophisticated urban centres to the sub-Arcticr
More important, in this our centennial year,
it shows that all roads truly lead to Manitoba.

To former Manitobans returning for our cer
journey in comfort and safety; to visitors to
come you warmly, for you will find an alert,
of our traditions, and of our contribution to

linFlon

tenary, we say welcome home, and may you
Manitoba during our centennial year, we wel-
appy citizenry, justly proud of our province,
the development of our nation.

The 1970 Manitoba road map shows a number of things: it shows the beginnings of a postage-
stamp province in 1870; its extension throughout the agricultural regions of our province
in 1881, and its broadening north to the 60th parallel in 1912, an extension which brought
the vigorous, developing northland into Manitoba. The map also shows several new parks
which, as part of our centennial observations, we in Manitoba have added to our recreational
systems. It shows a province—a so-called ‘‘prairie’”” province with a seaport of its own, and
with a multitude of lakes, streams and forests—of great variety and interest. The map, too,
shows the promise of adventure and exploration by car, in the very heart of the North
American continent. |

The map above shows the changes in the boundaries of
Manitoba, and the year these changes occurred.

So | ask that the Manitoba Highway Map of 1970 be your guide to happy travelling in our

province during this our centennial year.
AV Hhoyen

<« At the left is a reproduction of the first Official |
Map of the Province of Manitoba, drawn in 1871. The |

EDWARD SCHREYER, *
Premier of Manitoba.
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area within the shaded border shows what was then ‘
called “The Postage Stamp Province’'. ‘ ‘
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